ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

6 South Second Street
Oakland, Maryland 21550
301-334-2668
connect@stmarksoakland.com
stmarksoakland.com

Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m.
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s
Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor
WELCOME

We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship.



May 31, 2026

The Holy Trinity

Order of Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “ Minuet ” Handel/ arr. Lani Smith

** CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

"t All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell
in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

** SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

#* PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 413
“ Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! ”

** GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One,
and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-2:4a
'When God began to create the heavens and the earth, * the earth was complete chaos, and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
*Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light was good,
and God separated the light from the darkness. ° God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. ® And God said, “Let
there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” ’ So
God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were
above the dome. And it was so. " God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day. * And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '’ God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. '' Then God
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth
that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. > The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw
that it was good. " And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. '* And God said,
“Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for
signs and for seasons and for days and years, ' and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to
give light upon the earth.” And it was so. '° God made the two great lights—the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. '’ God set them in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth, '* to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '’ And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day. >’ And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” *! So God created the great sea
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. * God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” ** And
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. ** And God said, “Let the earth bring
forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of
every kind.” And it was so. *” God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle
of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. *° Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and
over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
*7So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them. ** God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
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over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” * God said, “See, I have given you every
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you
shall have them for food. ** And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green
plant for food.” And it was so. *' God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. >’ Thus the heavens and the
earth were finished and all their multitude. > On the sixth day God finished the work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. * So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation. ** These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

PSALM: Psalm 8
We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.

Refrain: How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1)
"O LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
’you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.
*When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
“what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them? R
’Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
°You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
"all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,
“the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
?QO LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth! R

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

[Paul writes:] ' Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with
one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. > Greet one another
with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

" The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.



** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.

"When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. '* And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. '’ Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit *’ and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Carrie Hoff
** HYMN OF THE DAY No. 412

“ Come, Join the Dance of Trinity ”



**  APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please be seated)

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.
A brief silence.

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us a
new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and wildlife
as reminders of who you are. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the work of
fostering peace and community. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who are sick.
Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship
(especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their needs.
Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal promises
(especially). Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O
God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

OFFERING
CHOIR ANTHEM “ And he Father Will Dance”

** OFFERTORY HYMN No. 814
“ Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am ”

** OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the

name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

** LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF OUR CHURCH CHOIRS AND MUSICIANS

P: Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit, we are joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. We are called to that mission in
our daily lives and in the ministries we share as the church of God. Today it is our privilege to
recognize and support those who are engaged in the work of this congregation, especially those in the
ministry of Music.

Your gifts have blessed this congregation, and your songs and hymns have led us in praise. As you step
away for a season of rest and renewal, know that rest is holy too.

Will you receive this time of Sabbath with joy, trusting that God meets us not only in our work, but in
our stillness?

Response: [ will, and I ask God to help me.



P: People of God, will you celebrate the gifts our musicians have shared and bless them in this time of
holy rest and renewal?
C: We will, and we give thanks for their ministry among us.

Let us pray. O God of majesty, saints and angels delight to worship you, and by grace we join their
unending hymn. Bless those who serve among us as singers and musicians, that in worship we may
sound forth the joy of your presence and make music to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

**  BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

** RECESSIONAL HYMN No. 513
“ Listen, God Is Calling ”

** DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God. We WILL!

POSTLUDE “ Postlude on ‘Lancashire’ ”  Stanley Saxton



St. Mark’s Mission Statement
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News,
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.”

Church Calendar May 31, 2026 — June 7, 2026

Today - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
- - Reisinger’s Food Workshop After Worship
Tuesday - No Yoga
Next Sunday - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Serving Today

Acolyte: Riley Feathers
Lector: Ruth Bennett
Organist: Sean Beachy
Co-Directors of Music: Sean & Debi Beachy
Recorder: Stephanie Berger
Flower Delivery: Judy Bertsch
Safe Keeper: Jana Brown
Ushers:

Paul Lewis, Capt.
Liz Lewis, Dave Hoff, Bob Dempsey, Joann Kinzy

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or
phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns.

N Ve
AR
Altar Flowers

The Altar Flower by Nan and Dave Gangler
for their 47" Wedding Anniversary on June 2.
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Prayer Requests (224

Illness: Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell, Valerie Minor, Viola, Josh Wilhelm, Tom
Bittinger, Dorothee Bittinger, Peter, Robert Hodges, Ava, Connie Leary, Emily, Marie,
Joyce Chaney, Debbie, Bill & Diana Bachtel, Sig Blamble, Norma, Joe, Kimmie, Abe,
Angie, Fred Meyer, baby Davis Wilson who is recovering from heart surgery, Tom
Bingham, Senta Heinrich, Mary, Eric, Jeff Gilbert, Marylynn, Michael, Sally, George,
David, Roger, Clint, C.J. Bennett, Micah Teter, John Arnold, Laura and her unborn child,
Katie LeDuc, Diane LeDuc, Jean, Sara, Sarah, Annie Wiles, Ray

Special Needs: Chase, Jeremy Lewis, Bil McGahn, Debra Lohman, Family of Becky
Preston, Christine Chaney, Autumn and Jordan, Bravo, Erina, Miss Ann Collins, Shania,
Joey Welch & his family, Mr. Kittle, Eli M., Athena, Kella & Baby, Garrett, Amy Bacha

Upcoming Events

Today Food Workshop with the Reisingers after worship

Announcements

Food Workshop: Buying Locally and Seasonally
11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

As a sort of kickoff to summer, Marty and Mary Reisinger invite everyone to another
workshop on food and its impact on the environment. This time, we’ll look at the choices we
make in buying our food. Does it matter if we buy locally? What happens when crops and
animals are produced on a large scale? How do we make the most of food that is only
available in certain seasons?

The workshop is free. If you can, bring a dish to share; it would be great if you could

incorporate ingredients from local growers. If you learn about this workshop too late to bring
food, just come and enjoy the lunch.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. Here are a few things to help you
feel comfortable in our space and more fully participate in worship. If you have questions at
any time, our ushers will be happy to help.

Restrooms

o A first-floor restroom is available. Facing the pulpit, use the door to the left, enter the
church office, and the restroom is located on the right.

e Restrooms and water fountains are also available downstairs. From the back of the
sanctuary (narthex), take the steps downstairs, turn right into Fellowship Hall,
restrooms are on the right and the water fountain is on the left.

Accessibility & Comfort

e Our bulletins contain the order of worship so you can easily follow along. You are
invited to participate in the liturgy in areas indicated in bold and hymns can be found
in the red hymnal.

o If standing during worship is uncomfortable, please feel free to remain seated.

o Hearing assistance devices and large-print bulletins are available—please ask an
usher.

Visitors

o Ifyou are visiting, we invite you to sign the guest registry located on the stand near the
front doors or fill out a visitor envelope found in the pew rack in front of you and
place it in the offering plate.

e Ifyou or someone you know is in need of an extra prayer, please fill out a card in the
pew back in front of you, and an usher will be by during the prelude to collect it.

Children
e Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex. You are welcome to pick one up

for your child(ren).
Electronics
e Please silence or turn off cell phones and electronic devices so that all may focus on
worship.

Holy Communion
o IfHoly Communion is celebrated today, please know that all are welcome at
the Lord’s table. Those who prefer not to receive communion are invited to
come forward for a blessing. Grape juice is available on the side tables and
wine will be poured from the chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.

Thank you for worshiping with us today—we are glad you are here.
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GOD'S STORY Ni#
durr OUR STORY”

May 31, 2026, Trinity Sunday/ Flrst Sunday after
Pentecost
Matthew 28:16-20

Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions.

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a
prayer.
O God, sometimes we still question your presence, even when you are

right in front of us. Fill us with faith in believing your promises, simply
because you are trustworthy. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 1
am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

N

Y,

Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary.

Jesus is risen! He stands right before his followers who have gathered
to meet him and rejoice. And despite all of this, some of them still
doubt.
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Connect: Connect in conversation with others in
your household.

e What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

e Who are the people within your community that are viewed as
less-than? How can you work to welcome them into God’s
kingdom?

e If God changed your name as a sign that you have been set
apart to serve God, what name would you want God to
choose? Why?

e For the littles: What is the longest trip you’ve ever taken? What
did you do there? Jesus invites us to share our stories with

people all over the world.

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing.
May God send you out and walk with you. Amen.

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word
come alive. Do the following activity this week.

Pin, Tweet, or Like something from Amnesty International on
behalf of someone who suffers from a lack of human rights.

Go Deeper: Read and reflect on the readings for
each day of the week.
Monday, Psalm 29; Job 38:39-39:12; 1 Corinthians 12:1-3

Tuesday, Psalm 29; Job 39:13-25; 1 Corinthians 12:4-13
Wednesday, Psalm 29; Job 39:26-40:5; John 14:25-26
Thursday, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Genesis 21:1-7; Hebrews 3:1-6
Friday, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Genesis 24:1-9; Acts 7:35-43
Saturday, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Genesis 24:10-52; Mark 7:1-13

13



