ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

6 South Second Street
QOakland, Maryland 21550
301-334-2668
connect@stmarksoakland.com
stmarksoakland.com
Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m.
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s
Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor

WELCOME

We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship.



mailto:stmarksoakland@verizon.net
http://stmarksoakland.com/

May 24, 2026

Day of Pentecost
Order of Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “ Blessed Assurance ” St. Mark’s Handbell Choir

** THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed
with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us
heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
Amen.

** SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

** PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 804

“ Come Down, O Love Divine ”
** GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all
things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21
''When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. > And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. * Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. * All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. > Now there were devout Jews from every people under
heaven living in Jerusalem. ° And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ' Amazed and astonished, they
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? * And how is it that we hear, each of us, in
our own native language? ’ Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '’ Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging
to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, '' Cretans and Arabs—in our own
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” '* All were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” '° But others sneered and said, “They
are filled with new wine.” '“ But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I
say. " Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.
'“No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: '’ ‘In the last days it will be, God
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. '* Even
upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall
prophesy. '” And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood,
and fire, and smoky mist. >’ The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the
coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. *' Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” ”



PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.

Refrain: Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)
**How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
“>Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.
“*There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
°7 All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season. R
“You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
*”When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
*“You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
‘' May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
O LORD, rejoice in all your works. R
2You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
**T will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will praise my God while I have my being.
** May these words of mine please God.
I will rejoice in the LORD.
" Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Hallelujah! R

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

*No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

“Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, ° and there are varieties of services but the
same Lord, ° and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them
in everyone. ' To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. * To one is
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, ’ to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
the one Spirit, ' to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. '' All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually
just as the Spirit chooses. '* For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. '* For in the one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit.



** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL: John 20:19-23

The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

' When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” *’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. *' Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.” > When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. ** If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Carrie Hoff
** HYMN OF THE DAY No. 398

“ Holy Spirit, Truth Divine ”



**  APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please be seated)
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for
the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all ministers of the gospel
to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom they encounter. Bless the work of
interreligious dialogue. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living things, bring forth clean
water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we contemplate all you have made. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among nations. Bestow
peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society to work for justice, and guard those
serving in the armed forces, especially this weekend as we remember those who died in service to
their country. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food for those who
hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are anxious or bereaved, comfort those
who are sick or suffering, and answer all who call upon your name (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those preparing for or affirming
their baptism. May they be encouraged by this community of faith as they live out their baptismal
promises. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks for our ancestors in the
faith whose witness to your mighty works continues to inspire our lives. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.
OFFERING
CHOIR ANTHEM “ Many Gifts, One Spirit”
** OFFERTORY HYMN No. 885
“ Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow ”
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** OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set
a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us
with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world
you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

** GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



** PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of
every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

** HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



** LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
** COMMUNION SONG
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

COMMUNION

Distribution of Communion

All are welcome to receive the wine and bread at our Lord’s table. Grape Juice is in pre-poured glasses
and gluten-free wafers are available on the tables as you come forward.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

COMMUNION HYMNS No. 582
“ Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ”
No. 800
“ Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart ”
** TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



** POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

**  BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.

Amen.
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** RECESSIONAL HYMN

“ Every Time I Feel the Spirit ”

Refrain
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** DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. We WILL!

POSTLUDE

“ Spirituoso ”
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St. Mark’s Mission Statement
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News,
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.”

Church Calendar May 24, 2026 — May 31, 2026

Today Pentecost Sunday
- Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
with Holy Communion

Monday Memorial Day — Office Closed
Tuesday - No Yoga
Next Sunday

Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Reisinger’s Food Workshop After Worship

Serving Today
Acolyte: Nick Bennett
Lector: Liz Gilbert
Organist: Sean Beachy
Co-Directors of Music: Sean & Debi Beachy
Recorder: Renate Murray
Communion Pourers: Don & Suzie Sincell
Communion Clean-up: Bob & Betsy Dempsey
Flower Delivery: Phyllis Rinker & Dee Moyer
Safe Keeper: Jim Murray
Ushers: Terry Savage, Capt.

Carol Savage, Paul LeDuc, Donna Swift

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or
phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns.
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Altar Flowers
The Altar Flowers are given in celebration of Pentecost and the love for Jesus.
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Prayer Requests O

Illness: Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell, Valerie Minor, Viola, Josh Wilhelm, Tom
Bittinger, Dorothee Bittinger, Peter, Robert Hodges, Ava, Connie Leary, Emily, Marie,
Joyce Chaney, Debbie, Bill & Diana Bachtel, Sig Blamble, Norma, Joe, Kimmie, Abe,
Angie, Fred Meyer, baby Davis Wilson who is recovering from heart surgery, Tom
Bingham, Senta Heinrich, Mary, Eric, Jeff Gilbert, Marylynn, Michael, Sally, George,
David, Roger, Clint, C.J. Bennett, Micah Teter, John Arnold, Laura and her unborn child

Special Needs: Chase, Jeremy Lewis, Bil McGahn, Debra Lohman, Family of Becky
Preston, Christine Chaney, Autumn and Jordan, Bravo, Erina, Miss Ann Collins, Shania,
Joey Welch & his family, Mr. Kittle, Eli, Athena, Kella & Baby, Garrett, Sara

Upcoming Events

Sunday, May 31 Food Workshop with the Reisinger’s after worship

Announcements

Food Workshop: Buying Locally and Seasonally
11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

As a sort of kickoff to summer, Marty and Mary Reisinger invite everyone to another
workshop on food and its impact on the environment. This time, we’ll look at the choices we
make in buying our food. Does it matter if we buy locally? What happens when crops and
animals are produced on a large scale? How do we make the most of food that is only
available in certain seasons?

The workshop is free. We’ll have the session in the church after worship, and we’ll have
food outside or inside, depending on the weather. If you can, bring a dish to share; it would
be great if you could incorporate ingredients from local growers. If you learn about this
workshop too late to bring food, just come and enjoy the lunch.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. Here are a few things to help you
feel comfortable in our space and more fully participate in worship. If you have questions at
any time, our ushers will be happy to help.

Restrooms

o A first-floor restroom is available. Facing the pulpit, use the door to the left, enter the
church office, and the restroom is located on the right.

e Restrooms and water fountains are also available downstairs. From the back of the
sanctuary (narthex), take the steps downstairs, turn right into Fellowship Hall,
restrooms are on the right and the water fountain is on the left.

Accessibility & Comfort

e Our bulletins contain the order of worship so you can easily follow along. You are
invited to participate in the liturgy in areas indicated in bold and hymns can be found
in the red hymnal.

o If'standing during worship is uncomfortable, please feel free to remain seated.

o Hearing assistance devices and large-print bulletins are available—please ask an
usher.

Visitors

o Ifyou are visiting, we invite you to sign the guest registry located on the stand near the
front doors or fill out a visitor envelope found in the pew rack in front of you and
place it in the offering plate.

e Ifyou or someone you know is in need of an extra prayer, please fill out a card in the
pew back in front of you, and an usher will be by during the prelude to collect it.

Children
e Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex. You are welcome to pick one up

for your child(ren).
Electronics
o Please silence or turn off cell phones and electronic devices so that all may focus on
worship.

Holy Communion
o IfHoly Communion is celebrated today, please know that all are welcome at
the Lord’s table. Those who prefer not to receive communion are invited to
come forward for a blessing. Grape juice is available on the side tables and
wine will be poured from the chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.

Thank you for worshiping with us today—we are glad you are here.
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GOD'S STORY N
SIUFF OUR STORYW

May 24, 2026, Day of Pentecost
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39

Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions.

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a
prayer.
God of holy fire, when the time was right, you sent your Holy Spirit to
empower your disciples. Inspire us yet today with your fire, that with
burning hearts we might eagerly continue the work which they started,
for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading.
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John
20:22-23)

Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary.

Jesus may no longer walk the earth alongside his followers, but by no
means is he absent. The disciples are about to get blown away by a
new and powerful presence.
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Connect: Connect in conversation with others in
your household.

e What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

e Tell of a time something happened to you that changed you
from the inside out. Was the change positive or negative? How
has the change shaped who you are today? Where is God’s
spirit leading me today?

e For the littles: God’s Spirit is like wind, or breath. What kinds
of things can you find that blow in the wind?

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing.
May God fill you with the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word
; come alive. Do the following activity this week.

Make a list of your top 5 values. Do an internet search to find how
to write them in 5 different languages. (You might try these—the
New Testament was originally written in Greek; the Old
Testament in Hebrew; and Jesus spoke Aramaic.) Hang your
words somewhere you can be reminded every day of who you are
and what you value.

Go Deeper: Read and reflect on the readings for

each day of the week.
Monday, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Joel 2:18-29; Romans 8:18-24

Tuesday, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Ezek. 39:7-8, 21-29; Romans 8:26-27
Wednesday, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Numbers 11:24-30; John 7:37-39
Thursday, Psalm 8; Job 38:1-11; 2 Timothy 1:8-12a

Friday, Psalm 8; Job 38:12-21; 2 Timothy 1:12b-14

Saturday, Psalm 8; Job 38:22-38; John 14:15-17
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