
 
ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

6 South Second Street 
Oakland, Maryland 21550 

301-334-2668 
connect@stmarksoakland.com 

stmarksoakland.com 
 

Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m. 
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s 

Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor 
 

WELCOME 
We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship. 

mailto:stmarksoakland@verizon.net
http://stmarksoakland.com/
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March 22, 2026 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Order of Worship 
      ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

      PRELUDE               “ Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross  ”   James Denton    
 

**   CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
☩ All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

**  SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

**   OPENING HYMN                   No. 886 
“ Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ”  

**   GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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**   KYRIE 

 
 

**   PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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     FIRST READING: Ezkiel 37:1-14 
1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to 
come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall 
know that I am the LORD.” 7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but 
there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, 
these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am 
going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will 
act, says the LORD.” 
 

      PSALM: Psalm 130 
 

We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.  
 

Refrain: I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5) 
 1 Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O LORD; 
 2 O LORD, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3 If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O LORD, who could stand? 
 4 Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared. R 
 5 I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7 O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
 8 For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins. R 
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      SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 
 

6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, 
it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, 
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

**   GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
**   GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are 
you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk 
at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, 
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his 
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go 
to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 
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  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
  28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly 
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to 
weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I 
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  45 Many of the Jews, 
therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON                 Pastor Carrie Hoff 
 

**   HYMN OF THE DAY                 No. 333 
“ Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land ” 
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**   APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   

     PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   (Please be seated) 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 
We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into us so 
that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those who restore homes 
and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all who live 
in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so many. 
Console any who weep and heal all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all who long for new life. Deepen our 
wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in your 
power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
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OFFERING 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM   “ I Need Thee Every Hour ”     
       

**   OFFERTORY HYMN                 No. 803 
“ When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ” v.4 

** OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, 
in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

**  LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

**    BLESSING        
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, 
who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and 
always. Amen. 
 

**   CLOSING HYMN                 No. 712 
“ Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ” 

**   DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. We WILL! 
 

      POSTLUDE   “ Ride On In Majesty, Ride On ”    James Mansfield   
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Prayer Requests            
 

Illness: Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell, Valerie Minor, Viola, Josh Wilhelm, Tom 
Bittinger,  Dorothee Bittinger, Peter, Jerry Gank, Robert Hodges, Ava, Connie Leary, 
Emily, Marie, Joyce Chaney, Debbie, Bill & Diana Bachtel, Sig Blamble, Norma, Joe, 
Kimmie, Abe, Angie, Fred Meyer, baby Davis Wilson who is recovering from heart 
surgery, Tom Bingham, Senta Heinrich, Mary 
 

Special Needs: Chase, Jeremy Lewis, Bil McGahn, Debra Lohman, Michael,  
Family of Becky Preston, Christine Chaney, Autumn and Jordan, Bravo, Erina 
  

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, March 29  Palm Sunday 
 

Thursday, April 2  Maundy Thursday 
 

Friday, April 3  Holy Friday 
 

Sunday, April  5  Easter Sunday 
 
**Sunday, April  12  Easter Sunday Breakfast 
    Easter Hymn Sing 
 
**Downstairs activities are tentative with pending Elevator Renovation 

 
Special Offering: 

St. Mark’s Memorial Garden Maintenance & Paver Orders 

This month, we are collecting donations to support the annual maintenance of the 
Memorial Garden. Your generous contributions help us preserve this sacred space as a 

place of remembrance, reflection, and peace for our church family. 
 

We are also opening paver orders for the Memorial Garden walkway. If you have a loved 
one that you would like to be remembered with a commemorative paver, please complete 

an order form available in the narthex and place it in the offering plate. 
 

Thank you for helping us care for and grow this meaningful ministry. 
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It’s time to order spring flowers for Easter! If you would like to participate, a separate 
order card is available in the narthex to make placing your order easy. 

Please let us know as soon as possible, as there is limited time to put the order together. 
Several payment options are available to make submitting your payment convenient. 

We kindly ask that all orders be turned in as soon as possible to ensure we receive the 
flowers we are requesting. 
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March 22, 2026, Fifth Sunday in Lent 
John 11:1-45 
Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. 

 

 
Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a 
prayer. 

Loving God, you are the resurrection and the life. Awaken us with the 
breath of your Spirit, and call us forth in faith as your disciples. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading. 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.” (John 11:43-44) 
 

 Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary. 

Jesus wades through grief and mourning—including his own—to raise 
Lazarus from the dead. 
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Connect: Connect in conversation with others in 
your household.  

• What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
• What inside of you needs to die and be resurrected? What 

needs Jesus’ attention in your life? 
• For the littles: What did people think when they saw Lazarus 

alive? What would you have done? 
 

 Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May God raise you to new life. Amen. 

 

 
Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word 
come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

Visit a funeral home. Talk with the director there. Learn what their 
job is like. How do they stay positive in the midst of so much loss? 
How do they care for themselves and others? What have they 
learned from being around so much death and grief? 
 

 
Go Deeper:  Read and reflect on the readings for 
each day of the week. 

Monday, Psalm 143; 1 Kings 17:17-24; Acts 20:7-12 
Tuesday, Psalm 143; 2 Kings 4:18-37; Ephesians 2:1-10 
Wednesday, Psalm 143; Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41; Matthew 22:23-33 
Thursday, Psalm 31:9-16; 1 Samuel 16:11-13; Philippians 1:1-11 
Friday, Psalm 31:9-16; Job 13:13-19; Philippians 1:21-30 
Saturday, Psalm 31:9-16; Lamentations 3:55-66; Mark 10:32-34 
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Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. Here are a few things to help you 
feel comfortable in our space and more fully participate in worship. If you have questions at 
any time, our ushers will be happy to help.  
Restrooms 

• A first-floor restroom is available. Facing the pulpit, use the door to the left, enter the 
church office, and the restroom is located on the right. 

• Restrooms and water fountains are also available downstairs. From the back of the 
sanctuary (narthex), take the steps downstairs, turn right into Fellowship Hall, 
restrooms are on the right and the water fountain is on the left. 

Accessibility & Comfort 
• Our bulletins contain the order of worship so you can easily follow along. You are 

invited to participate in the liturgy in areas indicated in bold and hymns can be found 
in the red hymnal. 

• If standing during worship is uncomfortable, please feel free to remain seated. 
• Hearing assistance devices and large-print bulletins are available—please ask an 

usher. 
Visitors 

• If you are visiting, we invite you to sign the guest registry located on the stand near the 
front doors or fill out a visitor envelope found in the pew rack in front of you and 
place it in the offering plate. 

• If you or someone you know is in need of an extra prayer, please fill out a card in the 
pew back in front of you, and an usher will be by during the prelude to collect it. 

Children 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex. You are welcome to pick one up 

for your child(ren). 
Electronics 

• Please silence or turn off cell phones and electronic devices so that all may focus on 
worship. 

Holy Communion 
• If Holy Communion is celebrated today, please know that all are welcome at 

the Lord’s table. Those who prefer not to receive communion are invited to 
come forward for a blessing. Grape juice is available on the side tables and 
wine will be poured from the chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available. 

                
Thank you for worshiping with us today—we are glad you are here. 
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St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News, 
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.” 

 

Church Calendar March 22, 2026 – March 29, 2026 
 

Today        -     Adult Forum 
- Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday -     Yoga at 4:30 p.m.  
 

Wednesday -     Bell Choir at 6:30 p.m 
- Chancel Choir at 7:30 p.m. 

    Next Sunday       Palm/Passion Sunday 
- Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

    with Holy Communion 
 

 
   Serving Today 

Acolyte:         Riley Feathers 
Lector:                        Tim DeWitt 
Organist:            Sean Beachy 
Co-Directors of Music:        Sean & Debi Beachy 
Recorder:                    Kathy Johnson 
Safe Keeper:                Phyllis Rinker & Sherry Beach 
Ushers:               Paul Lewis, Capt. 
                  Liz Lewis, Dave Hoff, Bob Dempsey 
 

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or 
phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns. 

 
 

mailto:pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com

