
ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
6 South Second Street

Oakland, Maryland 21550
301-334-2668

connect@stmarksoakland.com
stmarksoakland.com

Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m.
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s

Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor

WELCOME
We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship.
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August 23, 2026
13th Sunday After Pentecost

Order of Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “ Lass tuns erfreuen ” Gerald Peterson

** CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
☩ All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell
in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father,☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

** SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

** PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 654
“ The Church’s One Foundation ”

** GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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** KYRIE
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
1Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD. Look to the rock from

which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made
him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make
her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found
in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my
nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5 I will bring
near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the
coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at
the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance
will never be ended.

PSALM: Psalm 138

We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.

Refrain: O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast love and faithfulness;

for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
3When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.

4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth. R

5They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.

6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.

7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.

8You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your

hands. R
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SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2Do not be
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to
everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we
have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according
to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

** GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON Pastor Carrie Hoff

** HYMN OF THE DAY No. 645
“ Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation ”

** APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please be seated)

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and encourage
your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the
world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all reveal
your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have made.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing war,
conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and peacemaking
organizations. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who struggle
with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they know they are not
alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and talents of this
congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the body of Christ.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of this
promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC “ His Hand in Mine ” by Elvis Presley

** OFFERTORY HYMN No. 184
“ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ”

** OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

** GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

** PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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** HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

** LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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** COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION
Distribution of Communion
All are welcome to receive the wine and bread at our Lord’s table. Grape Juice is in pre-poured glasses
and gluten-free wafers are available on the tables as you come forward.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION HYMNS No. 461
“ All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly ”

No. 623
“ Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ”

** TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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** POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever. Amen.

** BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
☩ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

** RECESSIONAL HYMN No. 576
“ We All Are One in Mission ”

** DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God. We WILL!

POSTLUDE “ Rise Up in Glory” David Paxton
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St. Mark’s Mission Statement
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News,
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.”

Church Calendar August 23, 2026 – August 30, 2026

Today - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
with Holy Communion

Tuesday - No Yoga

Next Sunday - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

Serving Today
Acolyte: Nicklaus Bennett
Lector: Winnie Wilhelm
Organist: Sean Beachy
Co-Directors of Music: Sean & Debi Beachy
Special Music: Joy Fernon, Guitar
Recorder: Nicole Bosley
Communion Clean-up: BJ Gallagher & Rob Sharps
Flower Delivery: BJ Gallagher
Safe Keeper: Nicole Bosley
Ushers: Paul Lewis, Capt.

Liz Lewis, Dave Hoff, Bob Dempsey, Joann Kinzy

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or
phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns.

The Altar Flowers are given by Don & Suzie Sincell
in celebration of their 50th Anniversary.
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Prayer Requests
Special Occasions: Carolin Swift & Family on their upcoming birth,
Matt & Katie Leduc promotion & move to Boston – safe travels

Illness: Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell, Valerie Minor, Viola, Josh Wilhelm,
Tom Bittinger, Dorothee Bittinger, Peter, Robert Hodges, Ava, Connie Leary, Emily,
Marie, Joyce Chaney, Debbie, Bill & Diana Bachtel, Norma, Joe, Kimmie, Abe, Angie,
Fred Meyer, Tom Bingham, Senta Heinrich, Mary, Eric, Jeff Gilbert, Marylynn, Michael,
Sally, George, David, Roger, Clint, C.J. Bennett, Micah Teter, John Arnold, Ray, Laura
and her unborn child, Katie LeDuc, Diane LeDuc, Jean, Bil McGahn, Sara, Debra
Lohman, Annie Wiles, Danny, Ada Viattero, Debra DeWitt, Sonny Vincent, Kate
Schenk, Louie Kitzmiller II, Griffith, Dave, Judy, C.J., Nicholas, Erin, Jack

Special Needs: Chase, Jeremy Lewis, Christine Chaney, Autumn and Jordan, Bravo,
Erina, Miss Ann Collins, Shania, Joey Welch & his family, Mr. Kittle, Eli M., Athena,
Kella & Baby, Garrett, Amy Bacha. Jimmy Meyers, Gary Thorn, Thomas Swastintruber,
Alice Davidson, Baby Fiona

Upcoming Events

Sunday, September 13 St. Mark’s Outdoor Worship & Family Picnic

Announcements
St. Mark’s Outdoor Worship & Family Picnic

Sunday, September 13
Worship and picnic will be held at the Lewis Pavilion, located at 2449 Oakland Sang Run Rd,
Oakland, MD. It is just past the Country Club on the left. If you know where the Sang Run Sports
Shop is, the pavilion is only a couple of hundred feet farther down the road. You’ll see the

pavilion before the road at the end of the property—turn in there.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office during the week. You may also try to
text Ellda at (304) 698-5295, but please note that cell phone service is limited in that area.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. Here are a few things to help you
feel comfortable in our space and more fully participate in worship. If you have questions at
any time, our ushers will be happy to help.
Restrooms

• A first-floor restroom is available. Facing the pulpit, use the door to the left, enter the
church office, and the restroom is located on the right.

• Restrooms and water fountains are also available downstairs. From the back of the
sanctuary (narthex), take the steps downstairs, turn right into Fellowship Hall,
restrooms are on the right and the water fountain is on the left.

Accessibility & Comfort
• Our bulletins contain the order of worship so you can easily follow along. You are
invited to participate in the liturgy in areas indicated in bold and hymns can be found
in the red hymnal.

• If standing during worship is uncomfortable, please feel free to remain seated.
• Hearing assistance devices and large-print bulletins are available—please ask an
usher.

Visitors
• If you are visiting, we invite you to sign the guest registry located on the stand near the
front doors or fill out a visitor envelope found in the pew rack in front of you and
place it in the offering plate.

• If you or someone you know is in need of an extra prayer, please fill out a card in the
pew back in front of you, and an usher will be by during the prelude to collect it.

Children
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex. You are welcome to pick one up
for your child(ren).

Electronics
• Please silence or turn off cell phones and electronic devices so that all may focus on
worship.

Holy Communion
• If Holy Communion is celebrated today, please know that all are welcome at
the Lord’s table. Those who prefer not to receive communion are invited to
come forward for a blessing. Grape juice is available on the side tables and
wine will be poured from the chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.

Thank you for worshiping with us today—we are glad you are here.
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August 23, 2026, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 16:13-20
Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions.

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a
prayer.

God of truth, you reveal the truth to us, even when the world hides it.
Show us how to live as your faithful followers, who stand firm in your
promises and live in the hope of new life, for the sake of Jesus our
Lord. Amen.

Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading.

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)

Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary.
Jesus questioned the disciples about who people thought he was. In
his question, he indirectly pointed toward himself as the Messiah,
toward Peter as the rock on which the church would be built, and
toward God.
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Connect: Connect in conversation with others in
your household.

• What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

• Who is your rock? In what ways have they helped you? Who
leans on you as their rock? In what ways have you helped
them?

• For the littles: What can you do with rocks? Describe the
perfect rock. Is it big? Small? Round? Jagged?

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing.

May God be your rock. Amen.

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word
come alive. Do the following activity this week.

Build a balancing rock tower. Use it to remember that God is our
rock.

Go Deeper: Read and reflect on the readings for
each day of the week.

Monday, Psalm 8; Exodus 1:1-7; Romans 2:1-11
Tuesday, Psalm 8; Exodus 2:11-15a; Romans 11:33-36
Wednesday, Psalm 8; Exodus 2:15b-22; Matthew 26:6-13
Thursday, Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Exodus 2:23-24; Eph. 5:1-6
Friday, Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Exodus 3:16-22; 2 Thess. 2:7-12
Saturday, Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Exodus 4:1-9; Matthew 8:14-17


