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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

6 South Second Street
Oakland, Maryland 21550
301-334-2668
connect@stmarksoakland.com
stmarksoakland.com

Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m.
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s
Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor
WELCOME

We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship.


mailto:stmarksoakland@verizon.net
http://stmarksoakland.com/

August 16, 2026
12" Sunday after Pentecost
Order of Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “ Jesus is Mine ”
** CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. QOur burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell
in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

** SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

** PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 886
“ Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ”

** GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you.
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your
name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

' Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come
and my deliverance be revealed. ° And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to
minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath
and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant— ’ these I will bring to my holy mountain and
make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted
on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. * Thus says the Lord
GoD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides those already
gathered.

PSALM: Psalm 67
We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.

Refrain: Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3)
'May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
’Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
* Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
*Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. R
? Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
°The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
"May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. R

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
[Paul writes:] ' I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. ** God has not rejected his people
whom he foreknew. *’ For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *° Just as you were
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, ' so also
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now
receive mercy. *” For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.



** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-28
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

['“[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:'' it is not what goes into
the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” '” Then the
disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard
what you said?” '° He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. '* Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another,
both will fall into a pit.” '° But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” '° Then he said, “Are
you also still without understanding? '” Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach and goes out into the sewer? ' But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and
this is what defiles. ' For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality,
theft, false witness, slander. >’ These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not
defile.”] *! Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. > Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” >* But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples
came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” ** He answered, “I was
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” > But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” *° He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” *” She
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” *® Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed from that moment.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Carrie Hoff
** HYMN OF THE DAY No. 650

“ In Christ There Is No East or West ”
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**  APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please be seated)
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s
creation.
A brief silence.
For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and
harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of
your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards to
defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their
habitats. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure care
for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and communities, that
they lead and serve justly. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community,
and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize the
presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in
unwavering faith. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.



For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct your
church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or
death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC “ Thank God I Do ”
** OFFERTORY HYMN No. 188

“ Create in Me a Clean Heart ”
** OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

** LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

** BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.

Amen.

** RECESSIONAL HYMN No. 759
“ My Faith Looks Up to Thee ”

** DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God. We WILL!

POSTLUDE “ Sweet Hour of Prayer ”
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Co-Directors of Music:
Special Music:

St. Mark’s Mission Statement
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News,
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.”

Church Calendar August 16, 2026 — August 23, 2026

Today - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday - Yogaat 10:00 a.m.
Next Sunday - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
- With Holy Communion
Serving Today
Nicklaus Bennett
Nicole Bosley
Sean Beachy
Sean & Debi Beachy
Sean & Debi Beachy

Flower Delivery:
Safe Keeper:

Renate Murray
Laura Robinson
Joyce Anderson

Terry Savage, Capt.
Carol Savage, Paul LeDuc, Donna Swift

phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns.
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Altar Flowers
The Altar Flowers have been placed by Dawn & Ed Panther
in loving memory of our beautiful friend, Sue Liller.

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or


mailto:pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com

Prayer Requests

Illness: Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell, Valerie Minor, Viola, Josh Wilhelm, Tom
Bittinger, Dorothee Bittinger, Peter, Robert Hodges, Ava, Connie Leary, Emily, Marie,
Joyce Chaney, Debbie, Bill & Diana Bachtel, Norma, Joe, Kimmie, Abe, Angie, Fred
Meyer, Tom Bingham, Senta Heinrich, Mary, Eric, Jeff Gilbert, Marylynn, Michael,
Sally, George, David, Roger, Clint, C.J. Bennett, Micah Teter, John Arnold, Ray, Laura
and her unborn child, Katie LeDuc, Diane LeDuc, Jean, Bil McGahn, Sara, Debra
Lohman, Annie Wiles, Louie, John, Leenah Logan, Jennifer, John Roth, Sylvia,

Special Needs: Chase, Jeremy Lewis, Christine Chaney, Autumn and Jordan, Bravo,
Erina, Miss Ann Collins, Shania, Mr. Kittle, Eli M., Athena, Kella & Baby, Garrett, Amy
Bacha, Griffith, Maybelline

Upcoming Events

Saturday, August 15 Canning Workshop — Canning Tomatoes
Sunday, September 13 St. Mark’s Outdoor Worship & Family Picnic
Announcements

St. Mark’s Outdoor Worship & Family Picnic
Sunday, September 13
Worship and picnic will be held at the Lewis Pavilion, located at 2449 Oakland Sang Run Rd,
Oakland, MD. It is just past the Country Club on the left. If you know where the Sang Run Sports
Shop is, the pavilion is only a couple of hundred feet farther down the road. You’ll see the
pavilion before the road at the end of the property—turn in there.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office during the week. You may also try to
text Ellda at (304) 698-5295, but please note that cell phone service is limited in that area.

Equal Exchange Order
We will be placing an Equal Exchange order this month, and we have received a heads-
up that there will be a price increase after this date. If you would like to stock up on your
favorite Equal Exchange products at the current discounted price, please place your order
by August 17.

Please let Ellda know what you would like to order. Don't miss this opportunity to stock
up before the prices increase!



Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. Here are a few things to help you
feel comfortable in our space and more fully participate in worship. If you have questions at
any time, our ushers will be happy to help.

Restrooms

o A first-floor restroom is available. Facing the pulpit, use the door to the left, enter the
church office, and the restroom is located on the right.

e Restrooms and water fountains are also available downstairs. From the back of the
sanctuary (narthex), take the steps downstairs, turn right into Fellowship Hall,
restrooms are on the right and the water fountain is on the left.

Accessibility & Comfort

e Our bulletins contain the order of worship so you can easily follow along. You are
invited to participate in the liturgy in areas indicated in bold and hymns can be found
in the red hymnal.

o If'standing during worship is uncomfortable, please feel free to remain seated.

o Hearing assistance devices and large-print bulletins are available—please ask an
usher.

Visitors

o Ifyou are visiting, we invite you to sign the guest registry located on the stand near the
front doors or fill out a visitor envelope found in the pew rack in front of you and
place it in the offering plate.

e Ifyou or someone you know is in need of an extra prayer, please fill out a card in the
pew back in front of you, and an usher will be by during the prelude to collect it.

Children
e Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex. You are welcome to pick one up

for your child(ren).
Electronics
e Please silence or turn off cell phones and electronic devices so that all may focus on
worship.

Holy Communion
o IfHoly Communion is celebrated today, please know that all are welcome at
the Lord’s table. Those who prefer not to receive communion are invited to
come forward for a blessing. Grape juice is available on the side tables and
wine will be poured from the chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.

Thank you for worshiping with us today—we are glad you are here.



GOD'S STORY hif
SIUFF OUR STORYW

\ e e . Y
S .

August 16, 2026, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 15: [10-20], 21-28

Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions.

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a
prayer.

Loving God, you show mercy to all who call on you. Teach us to show
your grace to all who cross our path, regardless of where they come
from or how they live, for the sake of your loving son, Jesus. Amen.

Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading.

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done
for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
(Matthew 15:28)

Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary.
Jesus explained that words and actions have more ability to pollute or
heal than what we put into our bodies. Then a Gentile woman

challenges Jesus to heed his own words, and she is rewarded for her
faith.
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Connect: Connect in conversation with others in
your household.

e What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

e Why do you think Jesus reprimanded the Gentile woman for
asking for his help? Was Jesus trying to teach the disciples a
lesson or was he wrong? How did his encounter with the
woman change him?

e When have you been challenged to rethink your words or
actions? How did you grow?

¢ For the littles: How do you make your family the best it can
be? What gifts, skills, and talents do you offer?

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing.
May God strengthen your faith in the face of adversity. Amen.

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word

/N ) come alive. Do the following activity this week.
Cons1der one person in your life that you work hard to avoid. Make
a point to be in their life more often this week and think of them as
God’s child. Consider how your extra exposure to them shifts how
you feel or think about them.

Go Deeper: Read and reflect on the readings for
each day of the week.
Monday, Psalm 130; Genesis 43:1-34; Acts 15:1-21

Tuesday, Psalm 130; Genesis 44:1-34; Romans 11:13-29
Wednesday, Psalm 130; Genesis 45:16-28; Matthew 8:1-13
Thursday, Psalm 124; Genesis 49:1-33; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11
Friday, Psalm 124; Genesis 49:29-50:14; 2 Corinthians 10:12-18
Saturday, Psalm 124; Genesis 50:15-26; Matthew 16:5-12
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