ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

6 South Second Street
Oakland, Maryland 21550
301-334-2668
connect@stmarksoakland.com
stmarksoakland.com

Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m.
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s
Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor
WELCOME

We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship.


mailto:stmarksoakland@verizon.net
http://stmarksoakland.com/

April 19, 2026

Third Sunday of Easter
Order of Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “ Promenade ” Moussorgsky/arr. Rick Parks

** THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of * the One

who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give
thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own,
that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O
Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life
to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of
our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a
voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the
Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters that
give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.

** SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

** PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 384
“ That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ”

** GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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** CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
144 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: *° “Therefore let
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this
Jesus whom you crucified.” *’ Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” * Peter said to them, “Repent and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *° For the promise is for you, for your children, and for
all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” ** And he testified with
many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” *' So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three
thousand persons were added.

PSALM: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.

Refrain: 1 will call on the name of the LORD. (Ps. 116:13)
'T love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
’for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.
* The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
“Then I called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.” R
'>How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
T will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
41 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
> Precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.
'“O LORD, truly I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.
"1 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD. R
'“T will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,
"in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! R
4



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23

'"If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in
fear during the time of your exile. '* You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold '’ but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. *’ He was destined before
the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. *' Through him
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your
trust and hope are in God.  Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth
so that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. * You have
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word
of God.

** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'3 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, '* and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. '° While they
were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, '° but their eyes were kept
from recognizing him. '” And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you
walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. '* Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered
him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there
in these days?” '” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, >’ and how our chief
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.
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I But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third
day since these things took place. >> Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at
the tomb early this morning, ** and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. >* Some of those who were
with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” *° Then
he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! *° Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” " Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures.

8 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on.
’? But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now
nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. *° When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. *' Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him,
and he vanished from their sight. ** They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” ** That same hour
they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. ** They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” *> Then
they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of
the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Carrie Hoff
** HYMN OF THE DAY No. 539

“ Abide, O Dearest Jesus ”

**  APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please be seated)
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for
the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.
Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our journey
of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of the bread. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being prepared
for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an abundant harvest. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance. Where
there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow peace. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are sick
(especially). Strengthen the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in genuine love
for one another and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past. Bring us
at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

OFFERING
CHOIR ANTHEM “ Nearer, Still Nearer ”

** OFFERTORY HYMN No. 692
“ We Are an Offering ”

** OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed

us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered,

in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.



** LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

**  BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the
Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and forever. Amen.

** RECESSIONAL HYMN No. 385
“ Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ”

** DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord.
Thanks be to God. We WILL!

POSTLUDE “Day of Joy”  James Denton
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Prayer Requests A/

[llness: Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell, Valerie Minor, Viola, Josh Wilhelm, Tom
Bittinger, Dorothee Bittinger, Peter, Robert Hodges, Ava, Connie Leary, Emily, Marie,
Joyce Chaney, Debbie, Bill & Diana Bachtel, Sig Blamble, Norma, Joe, Kimmie, Abe,
Angie, Fred Meyer, baby Davis Wilson who is recovering from heart surgery, Tom
Bingham, Senta Heinrich, Mary, Eric, Jeff Gilbert, Marylynn, Michael, Sally, George,
David, Roger, Clint, Jeff

Special Needs: Chase, Jeremy Lewis, Bil McGahn, Debra Lohman, Family of Becky
Preston, Christine Chaney, Autumn and Jordan, Bravo, Erina, Miss Ann Collins, Shania,
Joey Welch & his family, Mr. Kittle

Announcements

Bikes for the World
The April Special Offering will support Bikes for the World. Since 2011, B4W has provided
transportation for more than 217,000 individuals in all parts of the world. B4W does much more
than provide transportation; it strives to transform communities. Bikes are donated to partner
organizations to make positive change ongoing and sustainable. One central focus for these bikes
is on making schools more accessible to students.

Your financial contribution will go towards greatly supporting this endeavor. On May 9, St.
Mark’s will hold its second collection. Details are on the website at
https://stmarksoakland.com/bike_min.php. Please spread the word and if you can, consider
helping on collection day, May 9 for a few hours.

Upcoming Events

Today Wellness Walk and Clean-up after Worship

Sunday, April 26 Blessing of Prayer Shawls and Blankets
Garrett County Band Concert

Saturday, May 9 Bikes For the World Collection Day


https://stmarksoakland.com/bike_min.php

Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. Here are a few things to help you
feel comfortable in our space and more fully participate in worship. If you have questions at
any time, our ushers will be happy to help.

Restrooms

o A first-floor restroom is available. Facing the pulpit, use the door to the left, enter the
church office, and the restroom is located on the right.

e Restrooms and water fountains are also available downstairs. From the back of the
sanctuary (narthex), take the steps downstairs, turn right into Fellowship Hall,
restrooms are on the right and the water fountain is on the left.

Accessibility & Comfort

e Our bulletins contain the order of worship so you can easily follow along. You are
invited to participate in the liturgy in areas indicated in bold and hymns can be found
in the red hymnal.

o If'standing during worship is uncomfortable, please feel free to remain seated.

o Hearing assistance devices and large-print bulletins are available—please ask an
usher.

Visitors

o Ifyou are visiting, we invite you to sign the guest registry located on the stand near the
front doors or fill out a visitor envelope found in the pew rack in front of you and
place it in the offering plate.

Children
e Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex. You are welcome to pick one up
for your child(ren).
Electronics
e Please silence or turn off cell phones and electronic devices so that all may focus on
worship.

Holy Communion
e [f Holy Communion is celebrated today, please know that all are welcome at the
Lord’s table. Those who prefer not to receive communion, are invited to come forward
for a blessing. Grape juice is available on the side tables and wine will be poured from
the chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.

Thank you for worshiping with us today—we are glad you are here.
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St. Mark’s Mission Statement
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News,
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.”

Church Calendar April 19, 2026 — April 26, 2026

Today - Adult Forum
- Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

Tuesday - Yogaat 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bell Choir at 6:30 p.m.
- Chancel Choir at 7:30 p.m.

Next Sunday - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
with Holy Communion
Serving Today
Acolyte: Taylor Kitmiller-Bosley
Lector: Sarah LeDuc
Organist: Sean Beachy
Co-Directors of Music: Sean & Debi Beachy
Recorder: Kathy Johnson
Flower Delivery: Judy Bertsch
Safe Keeper: Beverly Barb
Ushers: Paul Lewis, Capt.

Liz Lewis, Dave Hoff, Bob Dempsey, Joann Kinzy

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or
phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns.
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Altar Flowers

The Altar Flowers are given in loving honor of Floretta Savage’s 96" birthday
by Terry & Carol Savage.
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