
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Grace to you and peace in this season 

of Advent.  As always, it is a busy 

season around St. Markôs Lutheran 

Church. 

 

Thanks to Debbie McCombs and 

friends for our stunning new Advent 

banners.  We continue to dress up our 

building and make improvements to 

our worship space.   Sunday School 

and Nursery updates are now under-

way. 

 

Our midweek Advent services will be 

held on Wednesdays, November 30th 

and December 7th, 14th and 21st begin-

ning at 7:00 p.m..  These are Services 

of Evening Prayer (Vespers) and will 

include prayer, song and scripture.  

Speakers will also give brief presenta-

tions on the history and story behind 

some of our most beloved Christmas 

Carols. 

 

Sunday morning worship in December 

will include a baptism and an affirma-

tion of baptism.  Bishop Ralph Dun-

kin will be with us on Sunday, De-

cember 11th.  We have grown to be-

come one of the larger congregations 

in our synod.  Please plan to attend 

and show your support for your con-

gregational leaders as we continue to 

build on our positive relationships 

with our synod and the larger Church. 

 

 

 

The annual Youth Christmas Pag-

eant will be part of our regular 

worship on Sunday, December 

18th at 10:00 a.m..  A coffee hour 

will follow, sponsored by our Sun-

day School program. 

 

As I write, we are arranging the 

delivery of 6-8,000 pounds of nu-

tritious food for our Itôs In the Bag 

backpack feeding program for 

poor elementary school children.  

The food is coming through the 

Maryland Food Bank, and is spon-

sored by Priority Partners, the 

health and nutrition arm of Johns 

Hopkins Medicine.  The gift 

should allow us further to expand 

this ever-growing and much 

needed ministry. 

  

St. Markôs will once again be THE 

place to be on Christmas Eve.  A 

prelude of sacred seasonal music 

will begin at 9:30 p.m., followed 

by our regular candlelight commu-

nity Christmas Eve service at 

10:00 p.m..  Worship will include 

a brass ensemble, our choir and 

handbell choirs. Please invite your 

neighbors and friends, and come 

early to get a seat.  Christmas 

morning will feature a service of 

Lessons and Carols starting at 

10:00.               

 

   

   

  

 

   The ever-popular Adult Forum 

continues its study of the books 

of the Bible.  We are looking at 

who probably wrote each book, 

when and where and under what 

circumstances, and that is pro-

viding great insights into under-

standing the content and particu-

lar theological slant of each 

book.  The Forum is held Sunday 

mornings at 8:45 in the fellow-

ship hall.  We are wrapping up 

the Minor Prophets and will be-

gin the New Testament soon.  

The Forum will not be held on 

Christmas or New Yearôs Day. 

 

Yours in Christôs service and 

wishing you a blessed holiday 

season, 

    Pastor C. Scott Robinson 
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pastorsrobinson@verizon.net 
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Volunteers for December    
Date Parament Greeters Acolytes Lectors Assisting   Ministers Safe Keepers 

 4 Blue Kathy & Terry Helbig Michael McEwen Judy Bertsch Dawn Scheffel Sharon Schwalm 

11 Blue Nancy & Bill Nemith Michael McEwen Nancy Pagenhardt Jim Tong Phyllis Rinker 

18 Blue Dorothy Tuel & Debra Michael McEwen Liz Gilbert Don Sincell Jeff Gilbert 

24 White Will & Sharon Roszell Nick Ponceroff Don Sincell Denny Skeweris  

25 White Liz & Paul Lewis  Stan Grimm  Sonny Vincent 

Communion Clean Up Marilyn & Asa McCain (4) 

Phyllis Rinker (11) 

Bob & Betsy Dempsey (18) 

Communion Linens Marilyn McCain (4,11) 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊƳƻƴ Judy Bertsch (18) 

Bread Baking Mary Ann Vincent (4) 

Marilyn McCain (11,18,24) 

Flowers Kathy  Swartzentruber  

Paraments Joyce Chaney & Christine Cropp 

Coffee Hour will be hosted by       
{ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

Meet the Hostsé      

Our Ushers 

Asa McCain, Captain 

Gayle Bachetl 

B ill Skinner 

Brent Gallagher 

Jim Strawser 

Mike Konski 

Our Next Coffee Hour will be held on December 18th  

      This month our Coffee Hour is hosted by St. Markôs Sunday School. 

The Sunday School will be presenting their annual Christmas Pageant at 

todayôs 10am worship service.  The theme of Decemberôs Coffee Hour will 

be óA birthday party for Jesusô.  If you are a parent of a child in Sunday 

School or would like to assist, please contact Dawn Lewis at 301-334-8296. 
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éé..éééééééé...IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 

   We will be trying something new for the next couple of months.  

As long as we have space, we will be trying to include a few recipes  

supplied from our members. So send me your recipes please. I am sure  

you have a ñspecialò recipe that you would like to share with us, espe-

cially as we all look for new things to make for the Holidays. 

 

Hard Tack Candy  (courtesy of Hannah Sincell) 

2 cups  sugar      

1 cup  water 

3/4 cup light corn syrup 

Food coloring  

Flavoring 

Mix sugar, water & syrup together.  

Cook to 300 degrees. 

Add coloring & flavoring. 

Pour onto marble and cut with scissors immediately. 

         

 

 

Christmas Music Events  

The Garrett Community Concert Band is presenting ñOur Christmas  Gift to Youò on Sunday, Dec. 4th at 2:30pm at 

the Garrett  College Auditorium. Tickets can be obtained from members, GCAC Gallery or at the door. St. Markôs 

has many of our own in this group. They include: Joe Ashby, Judy Bertsch, Rick Clever, Stan Grimm, Mike Kon-

ski, Alex McEwen, Michael McEwen, Pat Michener,  Karen Myers and Don Sincell.  

 

The Garrett Choral Society will be presenting òNowellò on Saturday Dec. 10th at 7:30pm and Sun. Dec. 11th at 

2:00pm at St. Peters at the Lake Center. Tickets may be obtained from Greggôs Pharmacy, Janôs Florist and Beachy 

Pharmacy. There are several members from St. Markôs also in this group. They are Judy Bertsch, Rick Clever, 

Betsy Dempsey, Bob Dempsey, Lynn Grimm, Debbie McCombs, Mary McEwen, Pat Michener, Nancy Elizabeth 

Nimmich, George Scheffel, Don Sincell, Suzie Sincell, Jim Tong.  

 

Attending these events is a great way to begin the Christmas Holiday season and to support our community and 

friends!  

Flavorings 

Lemonéé..2tsp 

Orangeéé.1tsp 

Cloveééé1tsp 

Cinnamoné.1tsp 

Aniseééé1tsp 

Sassafrassé.2tsp 

Wintergreen,.2tsp 

Peppermint...1tsp 

Spearminté..1tsp 
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WHATôS GOING ON AT CELC! 

St. Markôs Christian Early Learning Center (CELC) 

would like to offer some highlights of our activities and  

school year with everyone at St. Markôs Lutheran 

Church. We are hoping the church and the school to get 

better acquainted with each other. Since we are not able 

to share the same facilities, we feel it would be nice to 

include you in on whatôs going on at CELC! 

 

  *   From time to time we will be inviting you to come 

out and  participate in various activities with us. 

  *  We will be including pictures of what we have been 

doing & learning during the past month. 

  *    Hopefully, this will help us all feel more united with 

each other.  

During the month of November we took a trip to Wendyôs Town Restaurant 
on Tuesday, Nov. 22nd for our Thanksgiving Lunch. We are learning about Indians 

and Pilgrims and the Thanksgiving holiday. We enjoyed making & eating rice 

krispy treat turkeys. 

We also had  nice visits with Pastor Scott and Sophie taught us some new songs.  


